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Bridgewater Receives New
Modern Band Instruments
through Professor’s Fellowship

SPRING 2019

MESSAGE FROM THE DIVISION HEAD

Dear Alumni:
In a recent report from The Strada Institute
entitled Robot-Ready: Human+ Skills for
the Future of Work (2018), the authors say
that the nature of work is changing rapidly.
“Futurists estimate that up to 85 percent of
the jobs that will exist in 2030 haven’t been
invented yet.” So, how does today’s college
student prepare for this future robotic
world?

Dr. Vimari Colón-León, Assistant
Professor in the Department of Music, is a
recipient of the Modern Band Higher Education Fellowship through the nonprofit
organization Little Kids Rock. As a part of
this fellowship, Dr. Colón-León traveled
to Florida International University where
she received training in popular music and
culturally responsive pedagogies. With a
faculty member serving as a fellow in the
program, Bridgewater College received
instruments including acoustic guitars,
an electric guitar, a keyboard, a bass and
amplifiers for students to use in the music
education program. These instruments
have also been incorporated in the Music

Fundamentals course that forms part of the
Foundation in Liberal Arts (Bridgewater’s
general education curriculum).
Thanks to this unique award, Bridgewater
College’s music education program is now
preparing its graduates to teach not only
band, choir and orchestra, but also popular
music and modern band ensembles. The
latter teaches elementary through high
school students to perform, improvise and
compose using popular music instruments
and featuring musical styles like rock, pop,
hip-hop and country. The Modern Band
Fellowship was created to expand high
quality teacher education for future music
educators in colleges and universities.
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The authors of Robot Ready believe a
liberal arts education, combined with some
baseline technical skills, is the best way
for today’s college students to prepare for
this future world. They write, “For when it
comes to the future of work, there will be
a need for more learners who know how
to think on their toes—who can problem
solve in the most uncertain and ambiguous
of situations. As technologies or entire jobs
become obsolete, workers who can adapt
and learn how to solve new problems in
the market will thrive.”
The development of strong, interdisciplinary problem-solving skills are at the
center of a Bridgewater education. At BC,
we continue to believe in the power of the
liberal arts as a way to make connections
and solve the problems of tomorrow. It is
through this “connected learning” that BC
graduates will become equipped with the
knowledge and skills they need to flourish
in a world with robots.
Jeff
Dr. Jeff Pierson
jpierson@bridgewater.edu
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SUTER NAMED DIRECTOR OF THE MARGARET GRATTAN WEAVER INSTITUTE
Dr. Scott Suter, Professor of English and
American Studies at Bridgewater College,
has been appointed as the Director of the
Margaret Grattan Weaver Institute for
Local History and Culture. The institute,
which will be housed in the Center for Engaged Learning, will provide support and
resources for the study and advancement
of history and culture in the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia. Created in 2006 by
President Phillip Stone, the institute was
funded by Margaret Grattan Weaver to
foster research in the historical and contemporary culture of the region. Until her
death in 2001, Weaver supported many
projects and institutions in the area.
Suter noted that the institute will offer
annual awards to students working on a

broad range of regional projects and involve them in a symposium for presenting
their research, and he plans to host lectures
by scholars currently researching aspects
of the Shenandoah Valley. Additionally,
the institute will encourage community involvement through outreach to museums
and businesses involved in cultural events.

will be able to have even greater impact on
our students and community.”

Suter’s Ph.D. in American Civilization,
his background in curatorial work at
cultural institutions, and his expertise in
regional culture have prepared him well
to direct the Institute. Division Head Dr.
Jeff Pierson commented, “Dr. Suter is a
renowned interdisciplinary scholar of regional culture and brings that knowledge
and passion for teaching to our students in
the classroom every day. In his new role, he

Digital Media Strategy Program Is Underway
In January, 11 students began taking
courses in the newly approved Master of
Arts in Digital Media Strategy (MDMS)
program. These 10 undergraduate
students and one returning Bridgewater
alumna are enrolled in cross-listed graduate/undergraduate courses in communication studies, art and professional
writing. In June, the core curriculum of
the program will launch with the first
cohort of 12 students.
Faculty report that the graduate students
are shining as they complete projects and
lead discussions with the undergraduates
enrolled in the cross-listed electives. For
example, in Dr. Bryan Duncan’s Science
Writing course, students are developing
websites that highlight the projects of
student researchers at BC. Meanwhile,
students in Prof. Scott Jost’s advanced
videography course are facilitating undergraduate production teams and storyboarding broader multimedia campaigns
in which to situate the video promotional
pieces being developed for Central Valley
Habitat for Humanity.

Prof. Benjamin Erickson is building
strong connections with local businesses and organizations for future class
assignments and master’s projects. We
have also started the hiring process for
our first paid internship associated with
the program at Immerge Technologies in
Harrisonburg, Va. If your business might
be interested in collaborating with the
2

MDMS, please get in touch with
Erickson at berickso@bridgewater.edu.
The program has three applications deadlines each year: June 1, October 1 and
February 1. For more information, please
contact Dr. Sam Hamilton, program
director, at shamilton@bridgewater.edu
and visit our website at bridgewater.edu/
MDMS.
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Suter Receives Wade Outstanding Teaching Award
On Tuesday, April 2, Dr. Scott H. Suter
was one of five Bridgewater College

community members honored with a
prestigious annual award. Dr. Suter was
recognized for outstanding classroom
teaching with the Ben and Janice Wade
Outstanding Teaching Award.
Dr. Suter, who has been on the faculty at
Bridgewater College since 2002, said that
observing “students’ broadening perspectives” has provided the most rewarding
moments in his teaching. “I often tell my
students that my job is to teach them to
think—I may be using literature, material
culture, folklife, or history as examples,
but my goal is for them to take these examples and apply them to their own lives
as they evolve not only as students but as
humans.”

At Bridgewater, Dr. Suter’s focus on
American culture has included courses
on American folklife, American studies,
Southern literature, American cultural
history, and public history. He has also
taught seminar classes focused on the
work of Mark Twain and Bob Dylan.
Recognized for his own scholarship in
American studies with the Faculty Scholarship Award in 2017, Dr. Suter recently
completed A Potter’s Progress: Emanuel
Suter and the Business of Craft, a book
on the life and work of the 19th century
Shenandoah Valley folk potter Emanuel
Suter (Dr. Suter’s great-great-grandfather) that will be published by the University of Tennessee Press later this year.

Birkland Publishes Book about Older Adult Technology Use
Dr. Johanna Birkland, Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication Studies, has published a new book about older
adult technology use. Gerontechnology: Understanding Older Adult Information and Communication Technology Use is available
digitally for free via the Knowledge Unlatched Select program, an open access initiative. It will also be available in paperback from
Emerald Publishing and Amazon.com.
Gerontechnology represents a culmination of seven years of work done by Dr. Birkland interviewing older adults born from 19351946 about their technology usage and perspectives. Dr. Birkland identifies a typology that captures older adult use, ranging from
those who do not use computer technology at all to the prolific smartphone user. Her work aims to respect the unique viewpoints
of elder users, resisting existing stereotypes about older adult technophobia.
The open access version of Gerontechnology: Understanding Older Adult Information and Communication Technology Use is available as of April 30 on emeraldinsight.com.

▶

Men on Boats Performance
at Regional Theatre Festival

Bridgewater College students performed at the Kennedy Center American
College Theatre Festival (KCACTF) regional theatre festival at Montclair State
University, in Montclair, N.J., on Jan. 17.
Theatre at Bridgewater College’s production of Men on Boats (by Jaclyn Backhaus), directed by Associate Professor of Theatre Dr. Scott W. Cole, was selected as an exemplary production from KCACTF region II (DE, MD, NJ, NY,
OH, PA, VA, WV, Washington D.C.). This production was one of six selected
from the entire region.
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COMMUNICATION STUDIES, FINE ARTS, AND LITERATURE 2019 COLLEGE AWARD WINNERS
COMMUNICATION STUDIES AND THEATRE

MUSIC

Outstanding Student Award in Communication Studies
Raymond Alexander

Nelson T. Huffman Award for Musical Excellence
Alex Ward

Outstanding Theatre Artist
Julianna Brooks

Stephen Tayman Memorial Music Scholarship
Kalia Page

ENGLISH
Outstanding Senior Award
Stephanie Brooks

OCTOBER 18 - 20
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